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Illustration showing two main components of the project  proposal: 
the t imber structural frame, which supports most of the loads of the new roof 

 
 
 
 

7 
 
7.1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.3 

 
 
 

Project Proposals 
 
The Galilee  Chapel  has probably  been  in a ruined  state for about 
four hundred and fifty years, ever since it was abandoned as the 
Chantry Chapel  in 1545. Therefore the ‘ruin’ forms a significant 
part of its history. It is felt this long period in its history should  not 
be ignored  and the proposed scheme  strives to retain the character 
of a ruin in the finished building.  All the existing walls and 
masonry details will be retained  with the new structure  portrayed as 
a lucid contrast  to the ancient  ruin. 
 
To that end the proposed roof has been  designed  to touch the 
existing structure very lightly. In order to achieve this the proposed 
roof is substantially  supported off a central timber frame aligned  on 
the axis of the north and south doorways. Simple structural  glazing 
fills the space  between the roof and walls. In order to connect  the 
glazing with the top of the existing rubble  stone walling a bridging 
stone has been  added  to cap the wall and provide a more even 
and regular surface for the glazing to sit upon. This also provides a 
suitable  cill detail similar to the traditional  glazing found in all the 
other windows  in the church. 
 
Although the small ruined  building  seems quite simple it contains  
ancient architectural features on every wall, such as five doorways 
on the north and east walls, and three small disused  stairs. This 
presented the greatest challenge in designing  all the elements  that 
are required  for the new use. 
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7.7 

The new mezzanine floor does not fill the space  as it would  cut 
across the west window.  By stopping  it short of the west gable 
it provides a lofty display space  for the stones,  whilst providing 
sufficient space  for the first floor office. 
 
A tea station is provided  in the former Sacristy. The stone doorway is 
too narrow to accommodate a wheelchair and therefore  the toilets 
have been  located  under the mezzanine at south east corner of the 
former chapel.  A disabled  toilet and a conventional toilet 
are provided  and will serve the new facility, the western  church 
(particularly useful during functions) and the main church. The 
stairs rises outside  the tea station as it needs  to serve a new access 
door into the upper  floor of the former Sacristy. This will serve 
as an archive and research  space  but will not contain  sensitive 
material requiring  special  environmental conditions. 
 
The Celtic stones and two medieval  tombs will be located  at the 
west end of the building  in a dedicated display space.  A large 
gathering  space  is reserved in the centre  of the room for groups 
on educations visits to congregate. A notional  layout for the stones 
has been produced but this will be fully develop ed when  the 
ongoing  conservation studies are concluded. 
 
The display space  will be quite finished with simple materials  - a 
polished limestone  floor and white limewashed walls. This will 
allow the grey rugged stones to stand out against a minimalist 
background. The ruinous  steps in the western  corners  of this space 
will be carefully consolidated. They will remain disused. 
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7.11 

The large doorway  connect ing the Galilee  Chapel  with the West 
Church will be carefully restored  (as will all the existing openings).  
A short permanent wooden ramp will cover the existing stone 
steps (2no) to allow wheelchair access. 
 

 
Externally the stone walls will be rep ointed with lime mortar 
where necessary,  and the stonework  will be gently cleaned to 
remove black algae staining and lime stains from the previous 
consolidation works. The bridging stone,  mentioned earlier, is 
currently  conceived as an ashlar limestone,  such as Portland 
stone, to provide a subtle contrast  with the existing lias limestone,  
although this could  also be built up in another  contrasting  stone, 
subject to further trials. A sample  panel  on site will best determine 
to final stone type. A missing section of wall in the south east 
corner  (behind  the toilets) has been  filled built up previously  in 
rubble  stone. This has not been  done  very successfully  and it is 
proposed to remove this modern  stone panel  and rebuild  it up to 
the new first floor window  in the same material  as the bridging 
stone. 
 
The two existing doorways  will be provided  with new glass doors 
(south) and a glazed  screen  (north). Both doors and screen  will be 
minimal in appearance to minimise  the visual affect upon  the 
existing openings. 
 
The west window  is now in a ruined  state and all the tracery is 
missing. The stone surround  is partly missing and partly damaged. 
Very little survives intact. In order to provide a suitable  weather  
tight window  it is proposed that the outer stone frame is restored 
with as little damage  and loss to existing fabric as possible.  New 
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7.14 

stone tracery is then proposed in the same location  as the original 
window,  but with subtle changes  in design to convey a window  of 
its time, and in celebration of the building’s new life. 
 
All excavations, including  the new concrete raft foundat ion, will 
be carried out under  supervision  of an archaeological watching 
brief. A brief has been prep ared by Professor Denys Pringle and 
will for the basis of all archaeological work on site. 
 
It is intended that all new works will be totally reversible  and no 
historic fabric will be damaged in the process  of developing this 
project. 
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Proposed ground floor plan  Proposed  first floor plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The proposals for Galilee Chapel include  installing a new  roof and spaces 
as indicated  in the above drawings. 
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1. E xis t in g  ruin  2. Proposed structural timber frame  3. Proposed glazing and partitions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Proposed m ezzan ine level  5. Proposed roof structure  6. Proposed slate roof 
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Looking into Chapel from South entrance 
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Houelt cross framed by North doorway  

Houelt cross framed by North doorway 
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View of timber frame structure from 
West gable. 
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View towards the West gable 
from the m ezzanin e 



Gal ilee Chapel : St. Illtud's Church,  Llantwit Major 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
View from display towards South 
entrance with m ezzan ine abov e 
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View from the m ezza nin e 
towards the South wa l
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